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the servant hero

“For more than a thousand years the Jewish people had waited the coming of the
promised Saviour. Their brightest hopes had rested upon this event. For a thousand
years, in song and prophecy, in temple rite and household prayer, His name had
been enshrined; and yet when He came, they did not recognize Him as the Messiah

for whom they had so long waited” (Prophets and Kings, p. 710).
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do you think?

What makes a great hero?

Create a list of character traits, qualities, and skills
that you think heroes possess:

know?

saiah 53, one of the passages
we're studying this week, is one of
the sections of the book of Isaiah
usually known to Bible scholars as
the “suffering servant songs.” These
poems describe a servant of the Lord who
will bring deliverance and peace to God’s
people through His own suffering.
During Jesus’ ministry on earth, the proph-
ecies of Isaiah were among the most import-
ant scriptures that He used in explaining His
mission and role to His followers. The Gospel
writers used quotes from Isaiah to show that
the Scriptures pointed forward to Jesus.
Jews in Jesus’ time were expecting a
superhero Messiah—one who would defeat
the occupying Roman forces
and establish Himself as
king of Israel. But Jesus
showed that the Messiah
was to be God’s suffering
servant—a humble leader
who conquered by showing
love and suffering on behalf of
others. The prophecies of Isaiah
and the later prophecies of Zecha-
riah look forward to a future time when
love and peace will draw people from all
over the world to learn from Israel’s God. Those
prophecies were partly fulfilled with the coming of Jesus,
|:| and will reach their final fulfillment when He comes again.




lines

“Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom | delight; | will put
my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry
out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a
smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth
justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice
on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope” (Isaiah

42:1-4, NIV).

“[Jesus] said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how

slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did

not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then

enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all

the Prophets, he explained to them what was said

in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke
24:25-27, NIV).

further

“On every hand are the
needy and distressed. It is
ours to aid in relieving and
softening life’s hardships and
misery.”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 719)

“The message of hope and mercy is to
be carried to the ends of the earth.”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 719)
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connecting cLife

How could Jesus be both a joyful person and
also a “man of sorrows”? Explain.

Tuesday
Read John 1:11 and Isaiah 53:2.
he Flashlight section of our lesson tells us
that even though the Jews had been looking
forward to the Messiah’s coming for more than
1,000 years, they didn’t recognize Jesus as the
Messiah when He came. Why do you think they
didn’t accept Jesus as the Messiah? What did
they expect their Messiah to be and to do? Why
do you think they had those expectations?

Sometimes God’s answers to our prayers don’t
look like what we expect, either. Like the Jewish
people in Jesus’ time, we can get so hung up
on expecting God to work in a certain way that
we don’t even recognize His answers when they
come.

Wednesday

R ead Isaiah 42:1-4 from the Punch Lines
section of the lesson. This passage is an-

other of the “suffering servant” songs in Isaiah.

Look back at your Messiah job description in

Monday’s section of the lesson. What could you

add to that description after reading Isaiah 42?

Thursday

Read John 14:12-14.

J esus’ life demonstrated how a servant could
also be a leader. No, He didn’t kick out the

Romans and reestablish the throne of Israel.

But through suffering, and caring for those who

were suffering, He changed the world forever.

Jesus calls us to follow His example—to lead
by caring for others, even if it involves suffering
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his week’s reading*
Prophets and Kings, chapter 59.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and
Kings, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and
Pacific Press. Get more information about it by going to
www.cornerstoneconnections.net and clicking on “Conflict
of the Ages series.” By following the weekly reading plan,
you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages
Series each year.




