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LESSON 8

% == CORNERSTONE

witness

“Nehemiah’s whole soul was in the enterprise he had undertaken. His hope, his
energy, his enthusiasm, his determination were contagious, inspiring others with
the same high courage and lofty purpose. Each man became a Nehemiah in his
turn and helped to make stronger the heart and hand of his neighbor” (Prophets

and Kings, p. 638).

www.cornerstoneconnections.net
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do you think?

Some leaders are “visionaries” and some leaders are “doers”
but a rare few have to some degree the capacity to do both. Choose
the approach to which you tend to ascribe and why you think it
might be good. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of both.
e “Work hard at what you know is right and God will

accompany your efforts.”

OR

 “Pray first and wait for God to guide you in what

you should do.”

know?

veryone put on your happy
face!” Did you know that in
ancient times you could be exe-
cuted for appearing depressed in
the presence of the king? Mon-
archs must appear to inspire joy
and happiness in their subjects, no
matter what! Or else!
Fortunately, our King is
secure in Himself and,
thus, calls us to bring not
only our joys into His pres-
ence but our burdens and
sorrows as well!
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lines

“Lead me, Lord, in your righteousness because of my enemies—make Your way
straight before me” (Psalm 5:8, NIV).

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what
it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is
like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like”

(James 1:22-24, NIV).

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are
God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long”
(Psalm 25:5, NIV).

“1 will instruct you and teach you in the way
you should go; I will counsel you with my loving
eye on you” (Psalm 32:8, NIV).

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make

your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5, 6, NIV).

further
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“Amidst great discourage-
ment, Nehemiah made God
his trust, his sure defense.
And He who was the support
of His servant then has been the
dependence of His people in every
age.”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 645).

“In every crisis His people may confidently
declare, ‘If God be for us, who can be against
us?’ ”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 645)




connecting cLife

Monday
Read Nehemiah 2:20.
c onsider the message in the Key Text in this
week’s lesson. Where do you think Nehe-
miah found the courage and authority to declare
these words to his opponents? Was it the letters
from the king that gave him a sense of authority,
or was it his relationship with God? Who we are
is not always what we do or who we are related
to, but there are times when our role has influ-
ence. In what sphere of influence do you have
the power to make a difference today?

Tuesday
Read Nehemiah 2:11, 12.
I n this week's Flashlight quote from Prophets
and Kings, Ellen White draws attention to the
single-minded passion of Nehemiah. Clearly,
Nehemiah became committed to a cause that
inspired others to embrace it with enthusiasm.
This leadership skill is born out of a genuine
conviction and goes well beyond just a good
idea. Nehemiah was willing to risk his life for this
cause. What cause do you believe in so much
that you might be willing to risk your life for it?
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Wednesday

Read Proverbs 3:5, 6.

R ead the Punch Lines in this week’s lesson
and identify the one passage that is speak-

ing to you today. Why do you think this Scripture

pricks your heart now and how does it speak to

your life? Is there a particular verse in the Punch

Lines that you want to share with a friend?

/this week’s reading*
Prophets and Kings, chapter 53.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and

Kings, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and

Pacific Press. Get more information about it by going to

www.cornerstoneconnections.net and clicking on “Conflict

of the Ages series.” By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages
\ Series each year.

www.cornerstoneconnections.net



