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leading them home
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flash

“Born of the sons of Aaron, Ezra had been given a priestly training; and in addition to
this he had acquired a familiarity with the writings of the magicians, the astrologers,
and the wise men of the Medo-Persian realm. But he was not satisfied with his
spiritual condition. He longed to be in full harmony with God; he longed for wisdom
to carry out the divine will. And so he ‘prepared his heart to seek the law of the
Lord, and to do it." Ezra 7:10. This led him to apply himself diligently to a study of
the history of God’s people, as recorded in the writings of prophets and kings. He
searched the historical and poetical books of the Bible to learn why the Lord had
permitted Jerusalem to be destroyed and His people carried captive into a heathen
land” (Prophets and Kings, p. 608).
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do you think?

Do you like coming home? There is nothing like coming home
after a long time away. You can imagine what it would have felt like
to go home after all that time. How do you feel after being away

from home? Are you happy to return? hesitant? unsure?
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know?

bout 40,000 Israelites went
home with Ezra during this
period. This was not the entire
nation of Israel, but it was a
significant number. The ques-
tion of why some didn’t go
home should be looked
at. Perhaps, as we see
later on in the text, it
is because of the inter-
marrying that the Israelites
became so fond of during this
time. Perhaps it was because of
their lengthy captivity that they
had become so comfortable in a
foreign land that they couldn’t see
themselves leaving. Do you think you
would have stayed or left?
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lines

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah”
(Acts 5:42, NIV).

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must
give account” (Hebrews 4:13, NIV).

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do
flows from it” (Proverbs 4:23, NIV).

“Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the
Lord your God. Begin to build the sanctuary of the
Lord God” (1 Chronicles 22:19, NIV).

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your
midst” (1 Corinthians 3:16, NIV).

“For lack of guidance a nation falls, but
victory is won through many advisers”
(Proverbs 11:14, NIV).

further

“Ezra endeavored to gain
a heart preparation for the
work he believed was before
him. He sought God earnestly,
that he might be a wise teacher
in Israel.”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 608)

“Ezra became a mouthpiece for God,
educating those about him in the princi-
ples that govern heaven.”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 609)
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connecting cLife

Do you bring God into the equation? Explain.

Monday
Read Proverbs 9:10.

zrais the key to this story. The Key Text says

that he was committed not only to knowing
the law, but to keeping it as well. This is where
the rubber meets the road when it comes to
believing in God. Do we do what we know He
wants us to? If not, why not? Do we even care
about what He is asking us to do? Ezra cared!
Not only did Ezra care, but he moved as soon
as he was asked to move. He became what
God needed him to be—a leader—and helped
change the course of history.

Tuesday
Read 1 Chronicles 22:19 and Ezra 7:25.
B ut he was not satisfied with his spiritual
condition.” This Flashlight quote is import-
ant to the reading of this whole text and in
understanding the kind of person Ezra was. We
oftentimes realize that something is wrong with
our spirituality. We often think that we under-
stand what we are supposed to do. However,
are we willing to actually move in the direction
that God is asking us to move? Are we truly
seeking to know the will of God by becoming
students of Scripture and people of action when
it comes to His will?

v
(=
(=]
-
(%]
v
(=
<
(=]
(9]
(Y]
[
(=]
-
v
S
-]
[=
-
(=]
v

N
(-]

Wednesday
Read Proverbs 3:23.
he Punch Lines this week spoke specif-
ically about why we do what we do, and
about our hearts. Ezra prepared his heart by
making a decision to love God and seek His
will. The decision came and the rest followed.
Perhaps this is a good model for us. /

this week’s reading*

“As you receive the Spirit of Christ—the Spirit

of unselfish love and labor for others—you will Prophets and Kings, chapters 50, 51.
grow and bring forth fruit. . . . More and more *Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and
you will reflect the likeness of Christ in all that Wi @il fer Ly e D @ Wiis s Ee
X ) ) o Pacific Press. Get more information about it by going to
is pure, noble, and lovely” (Ellen White, Christ's www.cornerstoneconnections.net and clicking on “Conflict

of the Ages series.” By following the weekly reading plan,
you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages
\ Series each year.
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