THINKSTOCK

real.solid.stories

LESSON 3
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“Throughout the history of God’s people great mountains of difficulty, apparently
insurmountable, have loomed up before those who were trying to carry out the
purposes of Heaven. Such obstacles are permitted by the Lord as a test of faith.
When we are hedged about on every side, this is the time above all others to trust in
God and in the power of His Spirit. The exercise of a living faith means an increase
of spiritual strength and the development of an unfaltering trust” (Prophets and
Kings, pp. 594, 595).
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do you think?

Being a part of God’s people involves personal commitment.
Check all of the answers below that describe God’s end-time church:
___Jesus s the head of the church and the chief cornerstone.
___ Thechurch’s beliefs are founded on the inspired Word of God.
that consists of the writings of the prophets and apostles.
____ The church has a worldwide mission and message.
__ The church keeps the commandments of God and has
the faith of Jesus.
___ The members of the church not only hear but also
put in practice the principles of God’s truth.
___ God’s end-time church has the Spirit of
prophecy through the writings of Ellen White.

Now read the following passages from the Bible
and try to find these and other characteristics
of God’s end-time church: Matthew 7:24, 25;
Matthew 28:19, 20; Ephesians 2:19-22;
Revelation 12:17; Revelation 19:10.

How is this knowledge about the church
important for us who are living in the
twenty-first century?

know?

id you know that at the time that
Zechariah was given his message of
encouragement to Judah, the
man leading the rebuilding of
the Temple in Jerusalem had

never before seen Jerusalem or

the former Temple? His name was

Zerubbabel, which literally means

“seed of Babylon” or “born in Babylon.”
“Z,” like many of the Judean exiles,
was probably born during the captivity
in what is today southern Irag. Not only that,
he was a direct descendant of King David, who

was a direct ancestor of Jesus.
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lines

“What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground.
Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!"”
(Zechariah 4:7, NIV).

“So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?”” (Hebrews 13:6, NIV).

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in

trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give

way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea”
(Psalm 46:1, 2, NIV).

“Then | saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, pre-
pared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”
(Revelation 21:1, 2, NIV).

further

“Human power and human
might did not establish the
church of God, and neither can
they destroy it.”

(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 595)
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connecting cLife

Monday
ead this week'’s Key Text again. The decree
to allow the rebuilding of the Jewish Tem-
ple in Jerusalem by the newly freed people of
Judah was no small blessing.

Although the enemies of Judah tried to discour-
age Zerubbabel and his fellow workers from
rebuilding the Temple and the city, they contin-
ued working, in the power of the Spirit of God.

How do you stay focused on doing what God
tells you to do when others are disregarding His
commands? When you are facing such difficult
situations what Bible promises do you recall as
reminders of God’s love and desire to sustain
and help you?

Tuesday
Read Psalm 146:3 and Matthew 17:20.
his week’s Flashlight quotation highlights
the importance of trusting God through
difficult circumstances. A little later in this same
chapter of Prophets and Kings, Ellen White
makes a very powerful statement that one might
easily overlook. She writes: “The way of the
world is to begin with pomp and boasting. God'’s
way is to make the day of small things the be-
ginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righ-
teousness” (p. 595).

In your own words, write what you think she
means by this statement.

Wednesday
ead this week's Punch Lines. The first
Punch Line scripture is one of the most
powerful verses in all the Bible. Who is the
speaker in Zechariah 4:7? What is the unmis-
takable message that God wants to deliver to
Zerubbabel and all of Judah?

What often-quoted verse precedes Zechariah
4:7? What point do you think God was making

to Zechariah, Zerubbabel, and Judah?

These two verses remind us that God is truly the
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this week’s reading*
Prophets and Kings, chapter 48.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and
Kings, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and
Pacific Press. Get more information about it by going to
www.cornerstoneconnections.net and clicking on “Conflict
of the Ages series.” By following the weekly reading plan,
you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages
Series each year.




