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troubling dream
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flash

“Shortly before the fall of Babylon, when Daniel was meditating on these prophecies

and seeking God for an understanding of the times, a series of visions was given
him concerning the rise and fall of kingdoms. With the first vision, as recorded in
the seventh chapter of the book of Daniel, an interpretation was given; yet not all

was made clear to the prophet” (Prophets and Kings, p. 553).
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do you think?

Look at the following tech predictions made several decades ago.
1. “There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their
home.”—kKen Olsen, founder of Digital Equipment Corporation, 1977.

“There is practically no chance communications space
satellites will be used to provide better telephone, tele-
graph, television, or radio service inside the United
States.”—T.A.M. Craven, Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) commissioner.

“Television won't last. It's a flash in the
pan.”—Mary Somerville, radio pioneer, 1948.

Since all these predictions are proven to
be false today, what do you think about
making accurate predictions? Is it an
easy task? What does it take to make
accurate predictions? How are human
predictions different from prophetic
messages given by God? What do the
prophecies that were fulfilled hundreds

of years later tell you about God?

did you
know?

rom the rise and fall of nations
as made plain in the books of
Daniel and the Revelation, we need
to learn how worthless is mere out-
ward and worldly glory. . . .
A careful study of the
working out of God’s purpose
in the history of nations and
in the revelation of things to
come, will help us to estimate
at their true value things seen and
things unseen, and to learn what
is the true aim of life. Thus,
viewing the things of time in the
light of eternity, we may, like Daniel
and his fellows, live for that which is true
and noble and enduring” (Ellen G. White, Proph-
ets and Kings, p. 548).
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punch lines

“Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants
the prophets” (Amos 3:7, NIV).

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his

master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything

that | learned from my Father | have made known to you” (John
15:15, NIV).

“However, as it is written: ‘What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has
conceived'—the things God has prepared for those
who love him—these are the things God has revealed

to us by his Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:9, 10, NIV).

“0Of the greatness of his government and

peace there will be no end. He will reign on

David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-

lishing and upholding it with justice and

righteousness from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord . . . will accomplish
this” (Isaiah 9:7, NIV).

further

“Prophets have been God’s
chosen spokesmen, and
through them He has made
known things to come.”
—Denton E. Rebok, Believe His Prophets,
1956, p. 82

“Prophecy has traced the rise and

fall of the world’s great empires—

Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and

Rome. With each of these, as with nations

of less power, history repeated itself. Each

had its period of test, each failed, its glory faded,

its power departed, and its place was occupied by
another.”—Elien 6. White, Education, p. 177
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connecting clife

important especially now in the final days of
earth’s history?

What parallels do you find between the fourth
commandment and the third angel’s message?

Monday
Read Daniel 7:27.
his week’s Key Textis one of hope and en-
couragement. What assurance do we have
that God is keeping His prophetic promises?

Summarize in your own words the message of
hope contained in the Key Text.

Tuesday
Read Isaiah 44:28; Jeremiah 25:12.
his week’s Flashlight quotation helps us
understand Daniel’s dilemma. What is the
central message?
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These prophecies were known and studied by
Daniel and the Israelites who had been held
captive by the Babylonians. They read them
carefully, praying earnestly for God to fulfill His
promises. It was in answer to these prayers that
God gave Daniel a series of visions that helped
to explain the future.

(T o
Wednesday this week’s reading* )

ead this week's Punch Lines. Focus on Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
John 15:15. To whom is Jesus speaking and F\’UII"I), chapter 45.

in this passage?
*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.corerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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