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this party's over
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flash

“In his pride and arrogancy, with a reckless feeling of security Belshazzar ‘made a
great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.” All the
attractions that wealth and power could command added splendor to the scene.
Beautiful women with their enchantments were among the guests in attendance at
the royal banquet. Men of genius and education were there. Princes and statesmen
drank wine like water and reveled under its maddening influence” (Prophets and

Kings, p. 523).
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do you think?

Life-changing events happen in every life. On a scale of 1
(most difficult to deal with) to 7 (not a problem), rate your reaction
to the following life-changing experiences:
___ A Your best friend’s mom dies.
___B. You receive several rejection letters from colleges
you hoped to attend.
___ G. Your parents decide to divorce.
__ D. Your pet dies.
__ E. Your parents take away your car.
___ F. Several schoolmates hurt you.
__ G. Aclose friend betrays you.

Explain your choices of the most and least
life-changing events.

did you
know?

id you know that at the

time that Belshazzar, king

of Babylon, threw his ill-fated

party, the nation of Babylon was

under siege from the Medes and

Persians? King Darius and his mighty armies had
cut off Babylon’s ability to get
food and other supplies in or
out of Babylon. In spite of this
impending doom, Belshazzar
chose to party and have a good
time.
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punch lines

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18, NIV).

“Then people will say, ‘Surely the righteous still are rewarded; surely there is
a God who judges the earth’ ” (Psalm 58:11, NIV).

“‘| am with you and will save you,” declares the Lord. ‘Though |
completely destroy all the nations among which | scatter you, | will not
completely destroy you. | will discipline you but only in due measure;

I will not let you go entirely unpunished”” (Jeremiah 30:11, NIV).

“Then Daniel answered the king, ‘You may keep your

gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else.

Nevertheless, | will read the writing for the king and tell
him what it means™ (Daniel 5:17, NIV).

“I will rise up against them,’ declares the
Lord. . . . ‘I will wipe out Babylon’s name and
survivors’” (Isaiah 14:22, NIV).

further

“In order to continually
increase in spiritual intel-
ligence, and to become
more and more efficient,
you need to cultivate habits
of usefulness in the minor
duties lying in your path-
Way.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 4, p. 380
“Jesus, the served of all, came to
be the servant of all. And because
He ministered to all, He will again be
served and honored by all. And those
who would partake of His divine attributes,
and share with Him the joy of seeing souls
redeemed, must follow His example of unselfish
ministry.”—Elien G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 651
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connecting clife

What does God tell us to do in today’s Bible
passage?

What do you think God is asking us to do?

Tuesday
Read Proverbs 16:18.
ead this week’s Flashlight quotation from
Ellen G. White. What are some of the ac-
tivities that were going on at Belshazzar’s big
party?

How did alcohol influence Belshazzar’s decision
making that fateful night?

What are some safeguards to help you resist
and avoid drugs or alcohol?

How do you choose friends who have a positive
influence on you?
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Wednesday

Read the Further Insight section of this
week’s lesson. Why is humility necessary

for the Christian?

How can you learn to become meek and humble
like Jesus? What are some Bible passages that
show you how to be more like Him?

Thursday
Read Daniel 5:13-17.
aniel’s role in the unfolding drama of

Belshazzar's dark night is a crucial one. /this week’s reading* \

What did Belshazzar promise to give Daniel if ,
he could successfully interpret the writing on aP ,g %pggfr?),agg Fﬁ?gg (Or E’oy a/ty

the wall?

T *Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
What was Daniel’s reply? created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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