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Photo by Jacqui Janetzko

“Among the children of Israel who were carried captive to Babylon at the beginning
of the seventy years’ captivity were Christian patriots, men who were as true as
steel to principle, who would not be corrupted by selfishness, but who would honor
God at the loss of all things. In the land of their captivity these men were to carry
out God’s purpose by giving to heathen nations the blessings that come through
a knowledge of Jehovah. They were to be His representatives. Never were they to
compromise with idolaters; their faith and their name as worshipers of the living God
they were to bear as a high honor. And this they did. In prosperity and adversity they
honored God, and God honored them” (Prophets and Kings, p. 479).

www.cornerstoneconnections.net
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do you think?

What do you think it means to be “obedient” to what God

wants for your life? Put an X by the answer you think it is:

___ It means that | follow a bunch or rules and regulations to
avoid punishment.

____ It means that | follow rules and regulations to earn
salvation.

__ It means that I live in harmony with the princi-
ples of God’s law of love in response to the
grace and love that God has given us.

This may seem a bit obvious, but when our

actions become responses to love as opposed to

rules that might obtain us acceptance, the word

“obedience” becomes less like a burden and

more like a blessing.

did you
know?

he names Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego
were given to Daniel’s friends.
It's true! They even gave Dan-
iel the name Belteshazzar. This
was done by the Babylonians
in an attempt to integrate these young men into
Babylonian society. While they were prisoners,
they were not slaves. They were
taken from the royal Israelite

families in order to help govern

those lands conquered by the

Babylonians. This was a common

practice in antiquity. By the food
they were given it is seen
that they were treated even
better than many Babylonians.
This means that their step in faith
to refuse the king’s bounty was a very
serious risk. Obviously, these were young men
who were committed to their God and following what
He had for them in their lives.




punch lines

“For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners,
s0 also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous”
(Romans 5:19, NIV).

“Everyone has heard about your obedience, so | rejoice because
of you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent
about what is evil” (Romans 16:19, NIV).

“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his com-
mands. As you have heard from the beginning, his com-
mand is that you walk in love” (2 John 6, NIV).

further
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“Let none who profess godli-

ness regard with indifference

the health of the body, and flat-

ter themselves that intemper-

ance is no sin, and will not affect

their spirituality. A close sympathy

exists between the physical and the

moral nature. Any habit which does not

promote health degrades the higher and

nobler faculties. Wrong habits of eating and

drinking lead to errors in thought and action.”
—Ellen G. White, The Sanctified Life, p. 25




connecting clife

said that the king found them to be “ten times
better” than the others from his own kingdom.
Do you think that Daniel and his friends imag-
ined that they would pass each test with such
flying colors? They were obedient to God, to
be sure. But what they found out was that God
was willing to go beyond their wildest desires
for success and prove His goodness to them in
the outcome of their tests. How can we be wise
stewards of the blessings that God is willing to
bestow upon us?

Tuesday
Read 2 John 6.
Read this week’s Flashlight quote that de-
scribes the character of some captives who
remained faithful to God regardless of the cir-
cumstances. Notice the sentence: “Among the
children of Israel who were carried captive to
Babylon at the beginning of the seventy years’
captivity were Christian patriots, men who were
as true as steel to principle, who would not be
corrupted by selfishness, but who would honor
God at the loss of all things.”

The strength that these young men were able to
muster came from a “knowledge of Jehovah.”
They were not guessing that God might be faith-
ful. No, they came into this trial knowing that
God would honor His promises to them. How
did they know?
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They were constantly seeking Him and His
ways. They knew who God was, they under-
stood His character, they desired His will for
their lives. It is hard to follow someone you are
not sure you trust. However, it's easy to follow
your best friend. The four Hebrew young men / B ; \
had spent the time to understand and experi- thls WEEk’S readlng*

ence that God is faithful to His promises. Pro,ohets and K/ngs (or E’oya/ty
and Ruin), chapter 39.

Wednesday

Read Romans 5:19. - \acotaton of Prophets and K
, . . *Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
R ead the Punch Lines in this lesson. How created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
important is obedience? In today’s Bible more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections

: ~ .net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
textit says that the world was saved by the obe .URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read

at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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