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LESSON 4

CONMNECTIONS
JULY252020

Photo by Colleen Cahill

“With tears Jeremiah entreated Zedekiah to save himself and his people. With

anguish of spirit he assured him that unless he should heed the counsel of God, he
could not escape with his life, and all his possessions would fall to the Babylonians.
... He sacrificed the noble freedom of his manhood and became a cringing slave
to public opinion. With no fixed purpose to do evil, he was also without resolution
to stand boldly for the right. Convicted though he was of the value of the counsel
given by Jeremiah, he had not the moral stamina to obey; and as a consequence

he advanced steadily in the wrong direction” (Prophets and Kings, pp. 457, 458).
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do you think?

To what degree are you swayed by the following influences:

Friends

Almost never Almost always
1 2 4 5

Parents and family

Almost never Almost always
1 2 4 B

The popular masses

Almost never Almost always
1 2 3 4 5

Which of the above have the most influence in

your life? Why?

did you
know?

he Hebrew word for “fal-
ter” means to limp around.
Someone who limps or fal-
ters is almost walking cor-
rectly. One leg works; the
other doesn’t. One step is
sure; the other stumbles.
What does it mean to stumble
in a spiritual sense? When you allow dis-
tractions and ungodly influences to deter you
from faithfulness to God, it is easy to falter and
stumble in your walk with Him.
To walk with God means much more than
merely knowing about Him. Walking with God requires
commitment to a relationship with
Him that will result in knowing
Him personally. A walk with God
will help you live in obedience to
His teachings and apply in practice
the principles of His kingdom.
The Word of God calls each of us
to walk with the Lord: “that you
would walk worthy of God who calls
you into His own kingdom and glory”
(1 Thessalonians 2:12, NKJV).
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and estab-
lished in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with
thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6, 7, NKJV).




punch lines

“Let the one who is wise heed these things and ponder the loving deeds of the
Lord” (Psalm 107:43, NIV).

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve

what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans
12:2, NIV).

“It is better to heed the rebuke of a wise person than to
listen to the song of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:5, NIV).

“But even if you should suffer for what is right,
you are blessed. ‘Do not fear their threats; do not be
frightened’” (1 Peter 3:14, NIV).

“They would not be like their ancestors—a
stubborn and rebellious generation, whose
hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits
were not faithful to him” (Psalm 78:8, NIV).

“Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear
that their deeds will be exposed” (John
3:20, NIV).

further
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“If we would develop a

character which God can

accept, we must form correct

habits in our religious life. Daily

prayer is as essential to growth

in grace, and even to spiritual life

itself, as is temporal food to physical

well-being. We should accustom our-

selves to lift the thoughts often to God in

prayer. . . . We cannot for one moment sep-

arate ourselves from Christ with safety.”—Eiien G.
White, The Sanctified Life, p. 93




connecting clife

Tuesday
Read Colossians 2:6, 7.
his week’s Flashlight quote truly captures
the problem for Zedekiah, and for believers
in every age. Notice the sentence “With no fixed
purpose to do evil, he was also without resolu-
tion to stand boldly for the right.” Consider the
brief word study in the Did You Know? section,
and reflect on the times in your life when you
took a stand for God that was risky? How did
you feel? Compare that experience with times
you chose not to do anything.

Wednesday

ead the Punch Lines for this week and rank

them 1-5 as if you were using them for a
Bible study with someone who was struggling to
take a stand for God. Maybe you know someone
who is wavering between making a decision or
not making a decision. How would you organize
these verses to help them respond? What other
verses might you include?
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Thursday
Read Jeremiah 29:11.
rite down what it means to you that God
has good plans for your life. How much
do you believe these words? What evidence
could you give from your own experience that /

demonstrates your convictions? this week’s reading* \

Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
and Ruin), chapter 37.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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