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flash

“When men’s hearts are softened and subdued by the constraining influence of the
Holy Spirit, they will give heed to counsel; but when they turn from admonition until
their hearts become hardened, the Lord permits them to be led by other influences.
Refusing the truth, they accept falsehood, which becomes a snare to their own

destruction” (Prophets and Kings, p. 425).
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D wrong side in the power struggles

do you think?

When somebody gives me a warning or tells me bad things are
going to happen if | don’t change my behavior, |

____thank them for the warning and make changes right away.
____ignore them.

__later think about it and make changes.

did you
know?

or many years while the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah
were divided, the Assyrian Em-
pire was the most powerful na-
tion in that part of the world. It
was the Assyrians who conguered the king-
dom of Israel and sent the 10 northern tribes
into exile. But by the time of Jeremiah, the
power of Assyria was on the way out. Egypt was
still a mighty nation, and the king of Judah relied
heavily on his alliance with the Egyptians. But an
even greater power was on the rise—the Baby-
lonian Empire. It was the newly
powerful nation of Babylon that
had its eye on the kingdom of
Judah. The fall of Judah to the
Babylonians was, in one way, a
natural consequence of picking the

that were going on in the region
at the time. But in another sense,
as the book of Jeremiah makes clear,
it was God’s way of sending a message to
His people—if they were not faithful to Him, they
would suffer the consequences of their disobedience.
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punch lines

“As surely as | live, declares the Sovereign Lord, | take no pleasure in the death
of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from
your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11, NIV).

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then

| will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal
their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV).

“From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near’” (Matthew
4:17, NIV).

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise,
as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9, NIV).

further

“Repentance includes

sorrow for sin and a turn-

ing away from it. We shall

not renounce sin unless

we see its sinfulness; until

we turn away from it in

heart, there will be no real

change in the life.”—ien G.
White, Steps to Christ, p. 23
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“It is true that men sometimes
become ashamed of their sinful
ways, and give up some of their evil
habits, before they are conscious that
they are being drawn to Christ. But whenever
they make an effort to reform, from a sincere
desire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is
drawing them.”—Eiien G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 27
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connecting clife
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Many of the predictions and warnings that the
prophets brought to God’s people were condi-
tional. /f they continued in their wicked ways,
destruction would come. But ifthey were willing
to change, the outcome would be different.

Most of the warnings we face are conditional
too. They’re what computer programmers call
“if-then” statements—if you do this, then this
will happen. /fyou watch TV instead of studying,
then you'll fail your exam—»but if you change
your ways and study, then you'll pass.

Think of some other if-then warnings that relate
to your everyday life:
IFI... THEN...

Even the final destruction of sin at the end of
time is something we can avoid. /fwe turn away
from sin and put our trust in Jesus, then we'll
enjoy eternity in heaven with Him.

Tuesday
Read Matthew 4:17.
he Flashlight suggestion for this week sug-
gests that the more often we ignore God’s
warning and refuse to repent, the harder it will
be for us to change.

Get in the habit of listening to God! Read your
Bible, pray, and pay attention to the advice of
Christian friends, teachers, parents, and lead-
ers. /fyou get used to responding to God’s guid-
ance, then it will get easier to follow!

Wednesday

R ead through the Punch Lines texts and then
use a Bible concordance to look up some

more verses about repentance. In your own

words, complete the statements below:

God has to punish sin because

Repentance means

—~

/this week’s reading* )

Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
and Ruin), chapter 35.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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