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flash

“Nothing more quickly inspires faith than the exercise of faith. The king of Judah
had prepared for the coming storm; and now, confident that the prophecy against
the Assyrians would be fulfilled, he stayed his soul upon God. . . . What though
the armies of Assyria, fresh from the conquest of the greatest nations of earth, and
triumphant over Samaria in Israel, should now turn their forces against Judah?

.. Judah had nothing to fear; for their trust was in Jehovah” (Prophets and Kings,

pp. 351, 352).
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do you think?

Circle “Agree” or “Disagree” to indicate your opinion on each

statement.
Agree  Disagree People who believe in God never need
to be afraid.
Agree  Disagree God will make sure nothing bad
ever happens to His people.
Agree  Disagree We can trust God to care for
us even when things are
going wrong.
Agree  Disagree Preparing for hard
times shows a lack of
trust in God.

did you
know?

ennacherib, king of Assyria,
ruled his empire for 24 years.
During those years, Assyria was
the most powerful and feared
nation in that part of the world. Sen-
nacherib’s father, Sargon, defeated
the northern kingdom of Israel
and led 27,000 Israelites into
captivity. The deported peo-
ple were probably put to work
digging canals in the new Assyr-
ian capital city of Nineveh.
D Sennacherib also defeated
the Babylonians, but he was
unable to defeat King Hezekiah
of Judah, even though Judah was
a small nation and not very powerful.
Trusting God made King Hezekiah and his
people able to stand their ground against a tyrant
who defeated all others.
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punch lines

“1 lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1, 2, NIV).

“Do not be afraid of them; the Lord your God himself will fight for you”
(Deuteronomy 3:22, NIV).

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the
name of the Lord our God” (Psalm 20:7, NIV).

“Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's”
(2 Chronicles 20:15, NIV).

“What, then, shall we say in response to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us?”
(Romans 8:31, NIV).
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“Love to Jesus will be man-
ifested in a desire to work as
He worked for the blessing and
uplifting of humanity. It will lead
to love, tenderness, and sympathy
toward all the creatures of our heav-
enly Father’s care.”—ktlen G. White, Steps to
Christ, p. 77.
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success. None of the gods of the nations they'd
conquered had been able to stand against them.
But the God of Israel wasn't like other gods—He
was real, ready, and able to defend His people.

Monday
Read 2 Chronicles 32:22.
ead the Key Text in a few different Bible
translations (if you don’t have multiple
Bibles handy, go online to www.biblegateway
.com). Notice how the last part of the text (‘He
took care of them on every side,” NIV) is trans-
lated in different versions.

Which of these translations is most encour-
aging to you, when you think about God’s
protection over you? Explain.

Tuesday

Read 2 Chronicles 20:15.

N othing more quickly inspires faith than the
exercise of faith.” The Flashlight passage

from Prophets and Kings tells us that the

best way to develop greater trust in God is

simple—try trusting Him! The people of Judah

discovered that the Lord was not like other

gods—He actually had the power to save them.

Think about a situation in your life today in
which you need to trust God to care for you.
Then, think of three times in the past when
you know God protected and helped you. List
them here:

How does the knowledge of your experiences in
the past of God'’s guidance and protection give
you hope for the future?

Wednesday
hoose one of the Bible texts from Punch
Lines that you find encouraging. Cut a
1-inch strip from a piece of construction paper

(this week’s reading* A

Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
in Ruins), chapter 30.

*Royalty in Ruins is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#

.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
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at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year
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