Photo by The Crystal Lenz

real.solid.stories

LESSON 1

CORNERSTONECO 1NECTIONS

APRILD62024

ﬁripture Story: 1 Kings 21; 2 Kings 9.

Commentary: Prophets and Kings (or Royalty in Ruins), chapter 16.

Service

Just'scratching the
S

“Naturally of a covetous disposition, Ahab, strengthened and sustained in wrongdoing
by Jezebel, had followed the dictates of his evil heart until he was fully controlled by the
spirit of selfishness. He could brook no refusal of his wishes; the things he desired he felt
should by right be his" (Prophets and Kings, p. 204).

“A reformation followed. Those who took part in acclaiming Joash king, had solemnly
covenanted 'that they should be the Lord's people.’ And now that the evil influence of the
daughter of Jezebel had been removed from the kingdom of Judah, . . . the city was quiet.
2 Chronicles 23:16, 21" (Prophets and Kings, p. 216).

ikey -

“There was never anyone like

Ahab, who sold himself to do evil :
in the eyes of the LoRD, urged on
by Jezebel his wife. He behaved
in the vilest manner by going
after idols, like the Amorites the
Loro drove out before Israel.”

(1 Kings 21:25, 26, NIV)
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do you think?

Take the following service quiz by filling in the blanks with

the first answer that comes to mind.

1.1 think the best example of a selfless servant who is alive
today is .

2. The biggest reason some teens don't get involved in
service is

3. The biggest reward in serving is .

4. Besides Christ, the most selfless person in the
Bible is .

5. The most selfish person in the Bibleis

6. Serving others makes me feel

did you
know?

he warfare against self

is the greatest battle that

was ever fought. The yield-

ing of self, surrendering

all to the will of God, and
being clothed with humility, possessing
that love that is pure, peaceable, and easy
to be entreated, full of gentleness and good
fruits, is not an easy attainment. . .. The soul
must submit to God before it can be renewed
in knowledge and true holiness."—Ellen G.
White, Gospel Workers, p. 376




punch lines

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16, NIV).

“A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly
snare” (Proverbs 21:6, NIV).

“Not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others” (Philippians 2:4, NIV).

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend
to them without expecting to get anything back.
Then your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High, because he is kind to
the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:35, NIV).

“For we must all appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ, so that each of us may

receive what is due us for the things done

while in the body, whether good or bad”
(2 Corinthians 5:10, NIV).

further

“Following Christ's exam-
ple of unselfish service,
trusting like little children
in His merits, and obeying His
commands, we shall receive
the approval of God.”—Elen G.
White, Our Father Cares, p. 310

“However lowly, any work done for
God with a full surrender of self is as
acceptable to Him as the highest service.

No offering is small that is given with
true-heartedness and gladness of soul.”—tiien G.
White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 359
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connectingtolife

Tuesday
Read Philippians 2:4.
n chapter 16 of Prophets and Kings, Ellen
White mentions a number of lesser-
known characters following the reign of
Ahab. Review the chapter in Prophets and
Kings. 1dentify the following people and note
how they fit into the story:

Ahaziah

Jehoram (Ahaziah's brother)
Jeroboam
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram (Jehoshaphat's son)
Athaliah

Jehu

Wednesday
pply the selected Punch Lines to your life.
“Letyour light shine before others” (Mat-
thew 5:16, NIV). Here is one way that I can
let my light shine today:

“Not looking to your own interests but . . . to
the interests of the others” (Philippians
2:4, NIV). Here is one person God has
called me to take an interest in today:

“Love your enemies” (Luke 6:35, NIV). This is
what that command is calling me to do today:

Thursday
Read Luke 6:35.

peaking of Ahab's selfishness, Ellen White

writes: “This dominant trait in Ahab, which
influenced so disastrously the fortunes of the
kingdom under his successors, is revealed in
an incident which took place while Elijah was
still a prophet in Israel. Hard by the palace of
the king was a vineyard belonging to Naboth,
a Jezreelite. Ahab set his heart on possessing
this vineyard, and he proposed to buy it or
else to give in exchange for it another piece of
land” (Prophets and Kings, p. 204).

t

his week’s reading

Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
in Ruins), chapter 16.
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*Royalty in Ruins is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®.
Get more information about it at http://www.cornerstone
connections.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages
-companion-books#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly
reading plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict of
the Ages Series each year.






