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flash

“To everyone who becomes a partaker of His grace, the Lord appoints a work for
others. Individually we are to stand in our lot, saying, ‘Here am I; send me.". ...
“Ministry comprehends far more than preaching the word. It means training
young men as Elijah trained Elisha, taking them from their ordinary duties, and
giving them responsibilities to bear in God's work—small responsibilities at first,

and larger ones as they gain strength and experience” (Prophets and Kings, p. 222).
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do you think?

Rank the following people in terms of how much they guide

you. (Circle 5 if they offer you a great deal of guidance in life, 1

if they offer no guidance, or some number in between that

indicates the amount of guidance they give you.)
(No guidance)  (Much guidance)

My friends 12 4 5

My mom

My dad

A teacher

Television stars

Myself

My pastor

Another relative

God
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Are there any other sources of guidance in
your life? If so, who?

=

(7))
<
o
-
(8]
)]
<
o
(=]
(8]
)
[
(=]
-
(7]
-
()]
[
-
(=]
(8]

id you
ngw?

he name Elijah means
“Jehovah is my God." The
Hebrew version of the name Eli-
sha means “God is my salvation.”
In Latin, Elisha is a girl's name and
it means “sweetly blissful.”
According to Jewish tra-
dition, Elijah lived in a cave
on Mount Carmel in the 9th
century BCE, during the reign
of King Ahab and his wicked
wife, Queen Jezebel. The Hebrew
form of the name Jezebel means
“not exalted.”
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punch lines

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.
If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your
faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it
is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then
give generously; if itis to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:6-8, NIV).

“It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous
signs and wonders that the Most High God has
performed for me.

“How great are his signs, how mighty his
wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;

his dominion endures from generation to
generation” (Daniel 4:2, 3, NIV).

“For physical training is of some
value, but godliness has value for all
things, holding promise for both the

present life and the life to come” (1
Timothy 4:8, NIV).

“The LoRb's curse is on the house
of the wicked, but he blesses the
home of the righteous. He mocks
proud mockers but shows favor to
the humble and oppressed” (Prov-
erbs 3:33, 34, NIV).

“To this you were called, because

Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his
steps” (1 Peter 2:21, NIV).

further

“The Lord desires us to use every
gift we have; and if we do this, we
shall have greater gifts to use. He
does not supernaturally endow us with
the qualifications we lack; but while we
use that which we have, He will work with us
to increase and strengthen every faculty.”—ilen G.
White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 353

(o]
o
-
=
(4]
-
wv
-
o
=
(1]
(o]
(=]
=
=
("]
(2]
-
(=]
=
wv

-
-




connectingtolife

3. The water is healed (2 Kings 2:19-22).

Ellen White offers this commentary on the
story of the healing of the waters:

“The healing of the waters of Jericho was
accomplished, not by any wisdom of man, but
by the miraculous interposition of God. Those
who had rebuilt the city were undeserving of
the favor of Heaven; yet He who ‘maketh His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust, saw
fit in this instance to reveal, through this token
of compassion, His willingness to heal Israel of
their spiritual maladies. Matthew 5:45.

“The restoration was permanent; ‘the waters
were healed unto this day, according to the
saying of Elisha which he spake.’ 2 Kings 2:22.
From age to age the waters have flowed on,
making that portion of the valley an oasis of
beauty.

“Many are the spiritual lessons to be gath-
ered from the story of the healing of the
waters” (Prophets and Kings, p. 231).
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What do you see as the “spiritual lessons to
be gathered” from this story? What symbols
do you find in the story (the cruse, salt,
spring, etc.)?

N

4. Elisha is jeered (2 Kings 2:23-25).

What does this story teach us about respect-
ing God's chosen representatives? Do you
think God acted too harshly against the
young people? Why or why not?

Monday
Read 1 Timothy 4:8.
an you think of anyone today who has

been blessed by God with a double por- /this WEEk's reading*\

tion of the Holy Spirit? Share who you think Prophets and Kings (or Roya/ty
that person is and why you believe he or she in Ruins), chapters 17; 18.
is doubly blessed by God.

*Royalty in Ruins is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®.
Get more information about it at http://www.cornerstone
connections.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages
-companion-books#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly
reading plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict of
the Ages Series each year.
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